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Chapter 1: Introduction

Background of the study

In the present generation, mathematics is used in various fields and it covers a wide range of activities. General mathematics is one of the core subjects of the Grade 11 students. Mathematics also is one of the subjects that most of the students find it difficult to handle.  This is a threat to most of the students, and that is why efforts and cooperation are really needed when teachers are doing their best to teach everyone. Mathematics is a language in nature that is why its importance must be clear to every person. 
According to Hom (2013), Math is seen everywhere and everything we do. Gafoor & Kurukkan (2015) defines that Mathematics is considered a difficult subject by most of the students due to different teaching style, they are trying their best but still find mathematics difficult, and difficulty in remembering its equations and ways to solve problem. Also, they find this subject hard because they believe that it is.
According to Muhammad Shahid Farooq (2016), students' success in mathematics depends upon their attitude towards mathematics. It also affects the participation rate of learners. Metin Yasar (2016), their study tells us that the data obtained in the study showed that the attitudes of the students towards mathematics has a meaningful difference between the attitudes of the students towards mathematics classes and the education levels of their fathers and students’ high school types.
Research Problem
1. What are the factors that affect the attitude of the students towards General Mathematics?

2. How does the attitude of the student affect his/her achievements in General Mathematics?

3. Do the students find the subject difficult? Why? 

Significance of the Study


This study will help the students to improve their attitudes toward the subject and will give them more strategies that will help them get better. Also, this study will help the teachers determine how they handle the situation if the students find the subject difficult. Moreover, this study will guide the future researchers on doing their own study which tackles the attitudes of students towards mathematics.

Chapter 2: Literature Review

Underpinning Theory


This study is anchored on the Theory of Functional Attitude by Plato and it states that the Beliefs and Attitudes are influential to various Psychological Functions. Attitudes can be influential on many processes and not same effect on everyone. They can also beneficial to others and help people interact with the world. Plato believes that everybody has different attitudes and different perceptions but some have the same personality. Plato proposes that attitudes will determine a behavior of a person. Once an attitude is formed, it’s pretty much the way a person will think about any subject and our attitude will determine our success or failure. This theory is correlated in our study because it says that different Psychological Factors are affecting the attitude of a student if it is based on their beliefs and perceptions in Mathematics and it greatly affects their interest, especially their Attitude towards Mathematics.

Discussion of Literature by Themes
Motivation

Mulala, Simon & Kyania (2015) explains that Good mathematics grades motivates the students and helps develop their self-belief and concept towards mathematics and stops them seeing the subject as a difficult one. That’s why, Motivation is a very strong tool that student must have to use in their further life. Motivation can help the students’ self-esteem. Thus, the students find more interesting in mathematics if they feel they enjoyed it and love it. 

Teachers’ Encouragement

Akinsola & Olowojaiye (2008) examined the effect of behavioral and the strategies of students’ attitude. They believed that teachers should inspire each and every students to help them and boost their confidence to engage in Mathematics. The finding shows that the teacher is one of the factors that affect 

the attitude of a student. The Mathematics teacher should do their best in teaching and encourage their students to do well on Mathematics Subject and in return the students will be more comfortable, active and confident to study Mathematics.

Mathematics Anxiety
Acharya (2017) states that Mathematics Anxiety, lack of Interest and negative feeling towards Mathematics, it makes difficult to learn Mathematics. Lack of prior Knowledge of the student creates problem to study mathematics. Anxiety is a fear or uneasiness in a particular thing, but mathematics anxiety is connected to poor math performance and any adverse attitudes towards mathematics. Therefore, Mathematics anxiety really a factor and it can dominate an attitude of student that can lead to less competent and students’ fail achievement.

Students’ Enlightenment


Attard (2012) stated that the behavioral component of attitude impact on the cognitive of attitude as well. When students see the importance of mathematics in real lives, they feel engaged, confident and connected to their learning. This shows that mathematics is important in our daily lives, which is mathematics is always with us and it will not be excluded in our lives. As they will be enlightened and get interested in mathematics, the students’ will give all their focus and attention.







Figure 1

                              This figure depicts how motivation, teachers’ encouragement, mathematics anxiety and enlightenment greatly affect the students’ attitudes. These independent variables have various factors that can change one student’s perspective in mathematics. 
Chapter 3: Methods
Research Design

This study utilized Phenomenological Method wherein it aims to understand the students’ attitude and how it may impact their learning in Mathematics. It is based on students’ point of view, in which students find mathematics difficult. Thus, understanding students’ attitude can help the teachers in new strategies that can help students.

Respondents and Locale

The study involved 20 Grade 11 students of Senior High School and the researchers used Quota Sampling which has been conducted in High School Department of University of Saint Louis Tuguegarao City. 

Instruments

The instrument used for this study for the purpose of gathering data is an Interview that have done by the researchers. The researchers used this instrument because the study is a qualitative research and it needs to observe the participants behavior, and this can only be done face to face.

Data Analysis/Statistical Treatment of Data

The researchers analyze the data using the Interpretative Analysis as the method to use in transcribing and interpreting the result of responses or interview.  It shows in our Independent Variables which are Motivation, Teachers’ Encouragement, Mathematics Anxiety and Enlightenment will help for the better understanding the different attitudes of the students regarding the mathematics subject using this analysis.
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The attitudes of students towards Mathematics
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