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Direction:  Read the Katipunan and the Revolution: Memoirs of a General by Santiago Alvarez and The Revolt of the Masses: The Story of Bonifacio and the Katipunan by 
                    Teodoro Agoncillo and examine their respective claims about the Tejeros Convention through the matrix below.  A credit of up to 10 points shall be allotted 
                    for each item in each box, hence a total of 200 points for all.
















	A.  TEST OF AUTHENTICITY


	
	SOURCE OF HISTORY
	Brief Description of the Source
	The Author/Eyewitness
	Origin of the Event/Information Narrated
	Date of the Event/Information 
and Milieu

	
Katipunan and the Revolution: Memoirs of a General





	
· Katipunan and the Revolution: Memoirs of a General by Santiago V. Alvarez is considered as a primary source. In this source, the Tejeros Convention was widely narrated and the claims were deeply discussed because the events are occurring through and through in a long span of time. The happenings before the assembly was convened, unfolds and it turns out that General Magdalo's brother and Lt. Gen Crispulo Aguinaldo heroically died, so the convention was moved to hive way for mourning. It is said here that the Tejeros was finally convened on March 25, 1897 at San Francisco De Malabon. According to this memoir the convention did not go well because there are evident fraud, unrespectfulness and traitors that are participating on the said event. This source proved the claims that the Magdalo and Magdiwang parties are not in a good relationship at the moment and the equality between two parties are not even there. This source exposed everything that happened before, during and after the Tejeros Convention convened and why did all matters approved in that meeting was declared null and void by Supremo Bonifacio. Clearly, this memoir opened our eyes to the truth and convey stories and messages that would remain the heart and mind of a true Filipino.
	
· The author/eyewitness of the Katipunan and Revolution: Memoirs of a General is Santiago V. Alvarez. He is the son of Mariano Alvarez, the general of army on the Magdiwang faction. He wrote his memoirs on 1927 and he was already fifty-five years old. The memoirs began on March 14, 1896, when he accompanied Emilio Aguinaldo and Raymundo Mata, both the fellow Caviteños, to Manila for their initiation into the Katipunan by Andres Bonifacio himself. From August 1896 to August 1901, he claimed to be one of the Revolutionaries and he is a member and a delegate of the Katipunan. His memoirs are based on notes and records that he kept and entrusted to him by "the original founders of the Katipunan". He is not only an eyewitness but also an active participant of the events he narrated.
	
· The Tejeros Convention originated at San Francisco De Malabon. It was held on March 25, 1987 between the Magdiwang and Magdalo factions. This assembly was the first presidential and vice presidential elections in Philippines history. The Revolution was facing a grave crisis and the Katipunan forces in Cavite were suffering defeat after defeat with great loss of life. Everything starts to disintegrate and the provinces are continuing to fall on the hands of the Spaniards so, Supremo Bonifacio and the other revolutionary leaders have decided to held a meeting in a friar estate residence in Tejeros. The purpose of this meeting is for them to formulate a plan that would strengthen the defense of both factions, the Magdalo and Magdiwang, to stop the Spaniards from advancing into the rest of the provinces. Also, to settle once and for all the escalating tension between the factions and to clear the issue of governance within the Katipunan through an election.
	
· According to the memoir by Santiago Alvarez that I've read, the Tejeros Convention is scheduled on March 24, 1897 but it is postponed and moved on March 25, 1897 due to the sudden death of Lt. Gen Crispulo Aguinaldo and General Magdalo's brother. It is convened at the friar estate house in Tejeros, a barrio of San Francisco De Malabon. The invitations of the the meeting were signed by Secretary Jacinto Lumbreras and seated with him at the long presidential table were the Supremo Andres Bonifacio, Messrs. Mariano M. Alvarez, Pascual Alvarez, Ariston Villanueva, Mariano C. Trias, Diego Mojica, Emiliano R. de Dros, Santiago V. Alvarez, Artemio Ricarte, Santos Nocon, Luciano San Miguel, Pablo Mojica, Severino de las Alas and Santiago Rillo, all of them of the Magdiwang. Among the Magdalo seated at the head table were Messrs. Baldomero Aguinaldo, Daniel Tirona and Cayetano Topacio. The leaders were seated at the presidential table, as previously described, and all the others were standing in groups on both sides of those seated. The environment is full of tension and stress, it's like everyone is a ticking bomb that is awaiting to explode.

	
	
	
	
	

	
The Revolt of the Masses: The Story of Bonifacio and the Katipunan




	
· The story of Andres bonifacio and the katipunan is considered as a secondary source because I have found out that teodoro agoncillo  doesn’t have direct involvement in the tejeros convention but it those not mean that  his claims are not authentic because all the information he has written was directly narrated by the active participants of the tejeros convention which is considered as a primary source. Agoncillo may not be an active participant though he has the ability to distinguish authentic from fake or misleading information  from the eye witness of the event because of his good reputation as writer, professor and an historian with this we can say that he has the capability to produce a book that is authentic. He is known for his valuable contribution in writing the Philippine history that only means that his obra are essential and important in our history.
	
· The author, Teodoro Agoncillo, has no direct involvement of the said event the tejeros convention.  The information that was presented in his book were derived directly from the narration of the active participants of the Tejeros convention. That’s why Teodoro Agoncillo is just a secondary source.
	
· The tejeros convention was held at estate house of tejeros, San Francisco de Malabon. the assembly was made to formulate a concrete plan on how they can strengthen the defense of both faction after a consecutive defeat from the spaniards and to settle the tension between the two faction, the magdalo and magdiwang through of election nine of officers the president, vice president, Captain Genera,Diretor of Interior, Director of State, Director of Finance,Director of Fomento and Director of Justice. Before proceeding with the election, Bonifacio, probably assailed by doubts and aware of his limitations, called the attention of all the electors representing the different regions of the Philippines to the principle that whoever would be elected should be recognized and respected regardless of his social condition and education. Despite of that principle daniel tirona still question the ability of bonifacio to become Director of interior for not having lawyer’s diploma because of this bonifacio felt insulted so he whipped his pistol to fire tirona and attempt to shot. The people begin to leave the hall and bonifacio declared that whatever the assembly resolved and approved is void.
	




B.  TEST OF CREDIBILITY

	SOURCE OF HISTORY
	Objectives of the Event
	Persons Involved in the Event
	Biases of the Author
	Arguments of the Source

	
Katipunan and the Revolution: Memoirs of a General






	
· The main objective of the Tejeros convention was to address how to fortify the defenses in the areas that are still under Magdiwang control. Though this was the main objective the issue regarding what kind of government should be established was greatly discussed and became the main topic because Mr. Severino de las Alas said that identifying the kind of government and how to establish it will eventually lead to the resolution on how to bolster the defenses. 
	
· Secretary Jacinto Lumbreras of the Magdiwang Council
  -presided the assembly and signed the meeting invitations

· Secretary of War Ariston Villanueva 
- received information about Tizona's plan

· Mr. Daniel Tizona
   -wants undermine the   proceeding 

· Other Persons Invloved;
·  Andres Bonifacio, Messrs Mariano M. Alvarez, Pascual Alvarez, MAriano C. Trias, Diego Mojica, Emiliano R. de Dios, Santiago V. Alvarez, Artemis Ricarta, Santos Nocon, Luciano San Miguel, Pablo Mojica, Severino de las Alas and Santiago Rillo, Baldomera Aguinaldo, Daniel Tirona, and Cayetano Topacio

	
· Alvarez's bias is more on the election that happened in Tejeros convention. Alvarez is just pinpointing on what certain events and how does the delegation of the people had been done. The events that is given by Alvarez is more on how the election goes and what happened during the election day in Tejeros. Also in the given event, Alvarez doesn't mention any event that happened after the election was done. 

·  As I’ve read, the information and scenes in the book are from the Katipunero's own words and experience also it is evident that he was an active participant of the event and not just a mere eyewitness. All sides and situations were mentioned in the book, may it be pleasant and unpleasant like when he confirmed the cheating of Magdalo representatives during the election at Tejeros Convention.  
	
· This are some of the arguments of the source based on what I’ve read and understand in this book.

1. The unpreparedness of the Katipuneros when they engaged into war (bolos vs. rifles) that caused many deaths among our people.


2. The lack of unity and loyalty (from some members) among the Katipuneros, being divided into the Magdalo and Magdiwang factions.

3. Cheating during the presidential election.

4. A scene in the book where 1 of the members lets a Spanish friar escaped, a general was about to shoot the perpetrator but someone besides him urged him that he shouldn't pull the trigger so he didn't continue of shooting the man. I mean, the guy's a traitor so he deserves to die. It's in the law.

5. The enemy (Spanish government) created spies among the Filipinos but the Katipuneros lacked spies for intelligence report inside the Spanish government.


- The Philippine Revolution against Spain was a big blunder (clusterfuck). Most who should stay alive were killed and those who should be killed (Magdalo members) lived longer. They can't identify who among their comrades were spies. Our heroes were very courageous but what a bunch of morons when it comes to strategy, implementing their rules and eliminating their enemies. Believing in superstitious (or should I say "duperstitious") amulets and Latin Folk Catholic prayers they believe can be used against bullets is nothing but an utterly nonsense crap and can be considered as witchcraft. That is why the Philippines is suffering today.

	
	
	
	
	

	
The Revolt of the Masses: The Story of Bonifacio and the Katipunan





	
· The objective of the event which was held in Tejeros Covention is to discuss the defense of such a small area as Cavite against the Spaniards during Philippine Revolution. And also to set the dispute between the two councils and to decide on what type of government should be applied. But instead, the convention became an election to decide the leaders of the revolutionary movement by passing the supreme council.

· Also Agoncillo’s main objective in writing the book was to write an accurate and concrete but unofficial biography of Andres Bonifacio. During those times, Bonifacio, didn’t have a clear and accurate data on his early life. There was, though, an overabundance of documents on his trial and death that an ordinary student could pick out which is reliable and sort out that which is not. Agoncillo also claims that although this was a biography on Bonifacio, the reader would observe that the spotlight was not focused on Bonifacio rather it was on the Katipunan as a whole.
	
· Andres Bonifacio
- Organized and planned the entire revolutionary movement, President of the supreme Councul of the Katipunan

· Esteban SanJuan
- who invited Bonifacio to attend the demonstration of the Magdiwang rebels in Noveleta.

· Daniel Tirona
- is the one who’s insisted and against of the proclamation of Andres Bonifacio as Director of Interior. He said that the position of Director of Interior is an exalted one and it is not meet that a person without: a lawyers diploma should occupy it.


	
	
· The bias of Agoncillo covers up what happened before the Tejeros convention happened. Also Agoncillo mentioned some different significant battle before the Tejeros convention happened. He is pinpointing some of important events that took place before or prior to Tejeros convention. Unlike the events that is Alvarez has given, Agoncillo's events has a different significant dates also. He is just not pinpointing the event in Tejeros convention but also the significant events before the Tejeros convention.

· Agoncillo has no direct involvement in the Tejeros Convention. The book emphasize more about the Katipunan rather than its founder which is Andres Bonifacio. Agoncillo highlight the importance of an organized movement the Magdalo and Magdiwang that sworn to achieve its goal. Agoncillo acknowledges the dearth of biographical information on Bonifacio. The second reason why he gives more emphasis on the movement is because of his belief that Bonifacio can best seen and appreciated against the backdrop of the revolutionary society.
	
· This are  the arguments of the source based on what I’ve read and understand in this book.

· There are more of noteworthy ideas, events and facets of the year 1896 and what appeared to be one of the most life-changing events in the life of the Filipino that I was able to appreciate and learn from. Since most of the book was on the Revolution and the Katipunan, a majority of the events appeared chaotic to me. For example, the system of government within the Katipunan and the way the members elected their leaders was somehow disheartening and at the same time disturbing since I liken it to how we elect our leaders today. Indeed, Agoncillo was able to make the Revolution come to life in my mind. 

· Agoncillo was also able to make the readers know what was in the minds of the characters 

– their feelings on different subjects, their plans for themselves and their organization and what they thought was going to be the best way to independence, not just how they acted and what they looked like from the outside. He didn’t leave out anything, since I wasn’t looking for anything more (the book, as I said, contained the most specific details it could cover), and all parts were significant to the whole. 

















C.  FINDING / CONCLUSION
	
In your examination of the sources, what did you find out?
	
          While examining the sources, especially the "The Katipunan and the Revolution: Memoirs of a General" that was written by Santiago Alvarez. I found out that he is one of the main eyewitness or the active prticipant in the events that make this book so authentic. Santiago Alvarez is writing directly from his experience. He was not an ordinary spectator trying to recollect what had transpired before his eyes. An active participant and a decision maker, he was also in a position to know the authenticity of the narratives that other historians can only dream of. In writing this memoir, he stated that: "I will attempt to write down what I saw and what I know about the Katipunan and the Revolution", a subtle way of assuming his readers of the truthfulness of his account.

          The work is a faithful reconstruction of events that happened in the brightest period of our history as a people longing for an independent country. The uniqueness and strength of this historical work lies in the fact that the author was an active participant in the events he was writing about.
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