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     The first question anyone should ask is, “What is a Marine Protected area?” Well, a Marine protected area is a term that is used to, “encompass a variety of conservation and management methods in the United States” (NOAA.gov).  They can come in many different variations and managed by different parts of the government.  MPAs can be a marine sanctuary, Ocean Park, and or a marine wildlife refuge.  MPAs were established to protect the ecosystem, preserve cultural icons like shipwrecks or archeological sites, as well as sustain fisheries (NOAA.gov).  MPAs also encompass a number of different habitats from the open ocean to the Great Lakes.  In the US alone, it has 95,000 miles of coastline and over 3.4 million square miles of ocean (Sanchirico et al).  Marine Protected Areas provide more than an economic commodity to all not just communities but to an entire nation.  
     MPAs (Marine Protected Areas) provide economic benefits to different types of users.  There are three different types of user when discussing the economic benefits of an MPA.  The first user includes the extractive user or the commercial fisherman and the recreational fisherman.  The benefit of this group using MPA is that they can increase their catch, reducing the type of catch or fish and an improved mix of fish such as older and larger compared to younger and smaller.  Costs can also be a factor for the extractive user in dealing with a Marine Protected area.  Such cost can cause congestion on the fishing grounds such as big trawlers and recreational fishing boats, user conflicts between commercial and recreational fisherman, decrease in the catch by so many out in an area designated for both commercial and recreational fisherman and finally safety risks associated with fishing. The second group that can benefit from the Marine Protected areas is the Non-extractive user which consist of eco-tourists, and divers.  MPAs have shown to increase biodiversity and allow the marine eco-system to return to is natural state (Sanchirico, et al).  Non-extractive users value these types of changes in the marine ecosystem.  Non-extractive users relish in creating a sanctuary that can provide some type of usefulness.  New MPAs that attract these types of people can lead to jobs, income, tax revenues for a local community that is close to an MPA sanctuary.  It provides a possibility of tourism and with a creation of an MPA sanctuary can counter a loss when there are no fish to catch or there is a closure.  These communities also must realize that there is always a mitigating cost when it comes to creating MPA sanctuary and using it as a tourist haven.  With becoming a tourist haven the community must also realize they are opening up their community to congestion to the site.  Most people do not want to visit a marine site with all the congestion associated with it and this could negatively impact the very people that a community is trying to entice.  Another cost that needs to be explored is closing off a fishing area.  If an MPA area wants to protect something in the name of biodiversity they would have to close of a large portion of an ocean to do so. This in turn will cause local fisherman and some recreational fisherman to go somewhere else.  Thus, causing a community that relied on fishing and tourism to lose income and tax revenues.   Finally, the last group that could benefit or not from the MPA is management.  MPAs are important when creating new opportunities for scientific research (Sanchirico et al).  MPAs are important in monitoring and studying the recovery of the fish populations and create stock assessments.  This is important when managers are trying to improve the long run management of fisheries.  Management needs to realize that MPAs are not protected from external threats like pollution, coastal erosion and environmental shocks.  Damages from the environment can have an impact on a protected MPA.  Another management benefit to an MPA is that of multispecies fisheries.  Many have stated that these are hard to manage but if designed properly, “MPAs can offer a solution in overfishing in multispecies fisheries, such as the reef fishes in the Gulf of Mexico and Southeastern US” (Sanchirico et al).  After looking at these three users it is important to note that these users are a small component using MPAs as financial gain which is important. Without the commercial fisherman or the recreation fisherman we would be importing seafood from other countries.  Without managers to manage the fisheries we would lose important fish.  It would be beneficial to see what an MPA could do and how it can benefit the economy.     Many researchers believe that the US should expand its MPAs because it would generate major economic benefits.  According to the authors, “The net benefit of increasing protection to 30 per cent range would net the US 490 billion and add 150,000 MPA management jobs” (McKenzie, et al).  This would increase significantly to 920 billion and 180,000 by the year 2050.
     MPAs do not only benefit the economy but they benefit our infrastructure as well as the environment.  MPAs can provide coastal protection from the ever-changing climate and natural disasters.  Mangroves can lessen the impact of tropical storms which coral reefs can prevent coastal erosion.  Thus, causing less damage and saving the government and communities millions of dollars.  In addition to protecting our infrastructures, MPAs can also help protect different species that are living in the oceans.  One last benefit and there are many is the jobs and commerce that an MPA will provide.  MPAs can support the growth and tourism in an area that has an MPA which provides commerce at the local, regional and state level.  These are all important reasons on why MPAs should be protected and expanded.
     In conclusion, MPAs are an important resource not just for environmental reasons and biodiversity but for economic gains.  MPAs can provide jobs, commerce, fishing, habitat renewal, and research.  Therefore, it is my opinion that MPAs should be expanded not just for economic purposes but for environmental and infrastructural purposes.  
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