
OBJECTIVES:
	1.Appraise the important characters of the novel and what they represent, and
2.Examine the present Philippine situations through the examples mentioned in the novel 



The Noli Me Tangere was  Rizal's first novel which tackled the society and government in the Philippines during the Spanish colonization. He used cancer as the metaphor of the Philippine society since like cancer, the sickness of our society was untouched, growing to be chronic malady and incurable. In his novel, he discussed how the friars deceived the Filipinos and made them blindly believe in the practices of religion. 
   He uses San Diego as the epitome of the Philippines, the events in San Diego were based on his observations in political situations and society in our country and also there were influences of the books that  he had read while he was in Europe like the book of Harriet Beecher Stone entitled '' Uncle Tom's Cabin '' which described the abuses experienced by the Africans under their American masters and the book written by Eugene Sue entitled '' The Wandering Jew ''
Characters of the Novel
1.Juan Crisostomo Ibarra
He was the main character in the novel, a gentleman who studied im Europe, full of idealism amd dream to contribute change in the society by the establishment of a school. He was the son of Don Rafael Ibarra and the loverbof Maria Clara. However, his good intention failed because of Padre Damaso who did everything against his father and him. He was also a picture of injustice and abuse of others in their power.
2.Don Rafael Ibarra
He was the father of Crisostomo, a person who belonged yo the high part of the society but had a heart for the poor. Dignified and a person of principles. A former friend of Padre Damaso and because of the prestige and recognition that Don Rafael experienced, Padre Damaso envied him a plotted different things against Don Rafael. He was imprisoned because he helped a child under abuse of a Spaniard. Inside the prison, he died and Padre Damaso ordered that his remains should be thrown in the river.
3.Elias
He was a rebel in the novel. He became friends with Crisostomo when the latter saved him from the crocodile who attacked them. He symbolized the less fortunate Filipinos who thought that uprising could be a means in ending their poverty and abuse in the society.
4.Maria Clara
She was the girlfriend of Crisostomo, she symbolized a Filipina who came from good education, modest, faithful reserved and concervative.
5. Sisa
The mother of Crispin and Basilio. She came from rich family and married a man who was engaged in gambling. They became poor and because her husband Pedro did not want to work, her two children worked in the church. Unfortunately, the Sakristan Mayor accused Crispin that he got the seven silver coins of the church. Crispin was punished and later on died in the hands of Sakristan Mayor. Sisa  became insane because of her search for Basilio and Crispin. Sisa symbolized a mother who would do everything for the sake of her children.
6.Kapitan Tiago
He was Don Anastacio de Los Santos and one of the richest men in San Diego. He was known as the father of Maria Clara and his house was often the venue for the gatheringsin the town. Even though he knew some of the irregularities in the government and society, he would not do anything because he wanted to protect his properties. He symbolized the Filipinos who were passive and thought to their welfare first
7.Padre Damaso
The head priest of San Diego for 20 years. He was former friend of Don Rafael Ibarra and the real father of Maria Clara. He was envious, greedy and he would use his power to get what he want. He symbolized the abusive leaders of the church and society.
8.Dona Victorina
She was the wife of Don Tiburcio de Espadana a doctor. Shebwas a social climber and dreamed to be part of the upper society. She symbolized the Filipinos who would give up their principles and identities asba Filipino just to be part of higher society. 
9.Dona Patrocino
She had  an elicit love affair with yhe Alfere,. Although she had bad attitudes and habits, she wanted to hide it by being prayerful. She symbolized the Filipina who always prayed and joined the activities in the church to hide her bad attitudes. 
10.Pilosopo Tasio
He was considered insane ij the novel because of his intelligence and his assertiveness in speaking his mind. However, Crisostomo Ibarra often referred to him for truth and knowledge. He symbolized a Filipino who was intelligent and spoke for his principles. 

Summary of the Novel 
Don Crisostomo Ibarra returned to San Diego after his stay in Europe for his studies. He learned about the death of his father because of sickness inside the prison. He attended a dinner in the house of Don Tiago to see his girlfriend, Maria Clara but in the same place he also saw Padre Damaso who had negative remarks about him because he practiced the behavior that he had learned from Europe. During the dinner, Padre Damaso got mad because Crisostomo got the meaty part of the chicken tinola when he only got the neck part. Senior Guevarra, a friend of his father, told Crisostomo about the misfortune that his father suffered. 
The knowledge about the misfortune of his father led him to seek justice and to know the persons behind this injustice. The next day, he was able to talk Maria Clara and renew their relationship amd after their conversation he went to the cemetery to seek justice for his father. From there, he knew that Padre Damaso was the one behind the sufferings of his father 
On his travel to different parts of San Diego, he met Pilosopo Tasio with whom he had the conversation about the school that he wanted to build for the reform of the society. He also learned about the story of Sosa who became insane because of the search for her two sons who were abused by the Sakristan Mayor. In the midst of insanity, she only uttered the name Basilio and Crispin. 
The friends of Crisostomo and Maria Clara had the picnic in the river. While riding in a boat a crocodile attacked the group. Elias dove into the water but the crocodile overpowered him so Crisostomo also dove into the water and save Elias. And this was the start of the friendship of Elias and Crisostomo. So during the ground breaking of the school that Crisostomo planned to build, Elias saved Crisostomo from the plan of assassination against him. 
The search for justice and his good intention of building school for the poor led Padre Damaso to hate Crisostomo so he always delivered negative comments and criticism to Crisostomo during his homily. And because he knew that Padre Damaso wasbthe person behind the death of his father, in one dinner he attempted to kill Padre Damaso but Maria Clara pleaded to him because Padre Damaso was her true father. Crisostomo escaped after the incident. 
The people had an uprising against the government but it was not successful. And Crisostomo was accused to be the leader of the said uprising. EAlias helped him to escape and before they left they went to house of Maria Clara. Unfortunately, the Guardia Civil knew that they were there so after bidding goodbye to Maria Clara the two jumped to the water to escape. The Guardia Civil shot Elias thinking that he was Crisostomo and the two jumped into the  water the truth was hidden from the authorities. Crisostomo went to the cemetery to bury the body of Elias andin the same place there was Basilio who also buried the body of her mother Sisa. It was only Basilio who knew the truth about Crisostomo. At the end of the novel, the readers observed that evil things could overshadow the good principles of the people. 
The Result of Noli Me Tangere 
The novel was printed with the help of Dr. Maximo Viola lent Jose Rizal an amount of 200 pesos, the money which was intended for the allowance for food but Jose chose to use the amount in printing his novel. His friend commended the novel. Ferdinand Blumentritt commended Jose Rizal because according to him, the novel was written from the heart. And based in the technical aspects of the novel, Rizal according to Ferdinand, possessed a gift writing and his novel could be source of enlightenment of the people of his country Padre Francisco Sanchez commended the literary skills of Jose  Rizal  which was evident in the novel, however he also suggested to Rizal that he should include the good qualities of the priest in his novel. But still Padre Sanchez defended the novel against the public. Antonio Regidor considered Noli Me Tangere as superior and could be compared ro the novel Don Quijote. And Padre Vicente Garcia objected the criticism that the novel discussed the issues and stories that did not happen in the Philippines. According to him, the novel was literary piece but based oj the actual observations of the writer. 
However, other personalities in the Philippines especially the friars criticized the novel because the gobernadorcillo in the country had the petition to the Governor General to remove the friars. So the friars brought the novel into censorship and they succeeded because the committee declared the novel as anti - church and so ordered the ban of the novel and the imprisonment of the people who had copies of the book. 
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EXERCISES 5
MULTIPLE CHOICE: Read the following questions. Write the correct letter of your answer on the space provided. 
	
   A    1. Which was NOT a reason why Rizal went to Berlin Germany?
A. To publish Noli Me Tangere
B. To observe the social and economic conditions
C. To mingle with fellow scientists
D. To publish El Filibuterismo
   A    2. Which was NOT True about Noli Me Tangere?
A. It was originally a project that would be made with other propagandist.
B. It was only published through the financial help of Maximo Viola
C. It was well received by everyone who read it
D. It was written well in Spanish
   C    3. How do we translate the title of Noli Me Tangere in English?
A. Touch Me Never                           C. Touch Me Not 
B. Touch Me Here                              D. Touch by Touch
   A    4.Which was NOT TRUE about the title of Noli Me Tangere? 
A. The title served to confuse the readers 
B. The title was taken from passage from the bible. 
C. The title referred to a social cancer. 
D. The title was Latin 
   D    5.Which was true about the social cancer Rizal talks about? 
A. It referred to vanity 
B. It referred to the Spaniards 
C. It referred to a chronic ailment that haunts society. 
D. It referred to Nothingness 

   A    6.What was the solution proposed by Jose Rizal in Noli Me Tangere to cure this social cancer?
A. Education     B. Revenge    C. Religion    D. Revolution
   B    7. Who was Crisostomo Ibarra?
A. A young man who studied in Europe and believed in a revolution.
B. A young man who studied in Europe and believed in Catholicism.
C. A young man who studied in Europe and believed in educational reform
D. A young man who studied in Greece and believed in educational reform.
   D    8.Why was Crisostomo Ibarra considered an IDEALIST?
A. Because he relied on what was happening around him.
B. Because he believed that revolution could solve anything.
C. Because he believed that God could solve anything.
D. Because he believed in a certain utopia that must be achieved
  B   9.Who was Maria Clara?
A.  A young woman who was narcissistic
B. A young woman who was kind-hearted.
C. A young woman which questioned the Church.
D. A young woman who was liberated
  D   10. Which is NOT TRUE about Maria Clara
A. She represented all the women in the Philippines due to her devotion to the Church.
B. She was biological daughter of Padre Damaso.
C. She was the beloved of Elias
D. She was the one who sang a song while having a picnic.
  A   11.Who was Padre Damaso?
A. An arrogant and corrupt Friar
B. A very generous and respectful friar
C. An arrogant but loving father
D. A philanthropic and humane friar.
   C    12. Which was TRUE about Padre Damaso and the tinola?
A. He loved the tinola he received.
B. He dislikes the tinola because he received the wings and breast part.
C. He disliked the tinola because he received the neck and wing part.
D. He disliked the tinola because he received the whole chicken.
   A    13.How did Ma. Clara find out about her real relationship with Padre Damaso?
A. She received a letter written by Pia Alba from Padre Salvi that tells all about it.
B. Padre Damaso confessed about it.
C. Ibarra investigated Damaso and found out about it.
D. Elias confessed about it.
   A    14. Which was True about Elias?
A.  He was an ignorant man
B. He was formerly a rich man
C. He was considered as a lunatic
D. He was really a doctor in disguise
   C   15.How many times did Elias save Ibarra's life?
A. One     B. Two       C. Three    D. Four
   C    16. Which among these statements could describe the dynamic between Crisostomo Ibarra and Elias?
A They viewed life differently yet, they agree with one goal.
B. Theybhad similar views on life
C. They did not see eye to eye that was why they had some kind of conflict between them.
D. They had no significant dynamic at all.
   C    17.Which is NOT TRUE about Pilosopo Tasyo?
A. He was often called a lunatic because of his ideas
B. He was a intellectual who was formerly a rich man
C. He acted like a medical doctor
D He wrote in hieroglyphics so that common people may not understand his writings.
   D    18.Who was Rizals inspiration in Pilosopo Tasyo Character?
A. Paciano Rizal                                        C. Marcelo del Pilar
B. Teodora Alonso                                    D. Himself
   D    19.In honor of Leonor Rivera or Taimis, which character in Noli me Tangere was created?
A. Dona Victorina                                      C. Sisa
B. Paulita Gomez                                       D. Maria Clara
   A    20.Which was True about Dona Victorina?
A. She was a self - conceited woman who wanted to become a Spaniard.
B. She was a kind - hearted woman who helped the poor.
C. She has affair to Padre Damaso
D. She was the mistress of Crisostomo Ibarra
   B    21. Who was Sisa?
A. She was an apathetic \mother
B. She was a loving mother.
C. She was an indifferent person.
D. She was a selfish mother.
   B    22.What happened to Basilio and Crispin?
A. They were abused by Padre Damaso
B. They were abused by Sakristan Mayor
C. They were abused by the Guardia Civil
D. They were abused by the Friars

   C     23.Why did Crisostomo Ibarra threaten Padre Damaso, up to the point that he pointed a knife at the friar?
A. Because Padre Damaso insulted Crisostomo.
B. Because Padre Damaso expressed his love to Maria Clara.
C. Because Padre Damaso insulted Don Rafael Ibarra.
D. Because Padre Damaso don't give him his favorite tinola.
   D    24.What happened to the father of Crisostomo Ibarra?
A. He was imprisoned by committing treason.
B. He was imprisoned by committing battery.
C. He was imprisoned by committing thievery.
D. He was imprisoned by committing homicide. 
   B    25.What was the reason behind the insanity of Sisa? 
A. She was in love by Padre Damaso 
B. She lost her children. 
C. She was taking illegal drugs 
D. She was involved in an accident wherein her children lost. 
   D    26.At the end of Novel, what happened to Maria Clara? 
A. She was married to Crisostomo Ibarra. 
B. She was married to Alfonso Linares. 
C. She was raped by Padre Salvi. 
D. She entered the convent. 
   A    27. At the end of the Novel, what happened to Padre Damaso? 
A. He was executed publicly. 
B. He was re-asigned to become the Cura Paroco of San Diego once again. 
C. He was killed by Crisostomo Ibarra. 
D He was imprisonment for 10 years. 

   C    28.Why Maximo Viola is considered as the savior of Noli me Tangere? 
A. He lend Jose Rizal the amount of 300 pesos to publish his novel. 
B. He lend Jose Rizal the amount of 400 pesos to publish the novel. 
C. He lend Jose Rizal the amount of 200 pesos to publish the novel. 
D. He published the novel of Jose Rizal for Free. 
   C   29.To whom did Crisostomo Ibarra entrusted his secret?
A. Sisa
B. Maria Clara 
C. Basilio 
D. To himself 
   C   30.He symbolized the Filipinos who were passive and thought of their welfare first? 
A. Crisostomo Ibarra 
B. Elias
C. Kapitan Tiago 
D. Pilosopo Tasyo 
II. 
1. Why was the Noli Me Tangere considered as an attempt to create an imagined community? 
 The book, Noli Me Tangere was created for power, power to fuel the people’s desire for change and liberation. The book itself is a fictional story, but it contains the hidden truth about the corruption and abuse by the colonial government and the Catholic Church. Noli Me Tanegere is important for many reasons. First is that it was written by our national hero, Rizal was not just a hero but a brave martyr and inspiration for all youths. His book was the catalyst to start the impending power of Filipinos to want freedom and independence. In fact, Anderson said in imagined communities, he used the opening lines of the Noli as an example of the intimacy that\t the novel conjured between author and the readers, in much the same way that the nation generates a sense of intimacy among the members of this imagine community.s

	       
