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Organize yourselves based on these following broad regional divisions.
	Countries
	Student`s Surname (first letter)

	North America
China
Korea
Middle East
South America
Japan
South Asia
Southeast Asia


	A l I l Q l Y
B l J l R l Z
C l K l S
D l L l T
E l M l U
F l N l V
G l O l W
H l P l X


 
 	At the beginning of the 16th century, before the Europeans ruled the world, these regions had their own empires and kingdoms. When the Spanish established the first global empire, some of these kingdoms and empires disappeared or were weakened. This process was continued under the British colonial rule, and other powers began to carve their own spheres of interests. Europeans dominated and made colonies out of these areas. After World War I, however, there began a noticeable shift, this time with colonies challenging the colonial rule and demanding that they be allowed to become nations and determine their own future. This pursuit was what US President Woodrow Wilson called “the principle of self-determination” reached a highpoint when World War II destroyed the empires, and the colonies achieved their independence. 
· Choose a regional division and trace how it has changed from the time before European powers like Britain and Spain ruled the world, then during the era of colonialism, until its independence. 
· List what kinds of changes happened to these areas (once principates, then provinces, then republics) and the people who inhabit there. 

















· Finally, see how the nations and republics that were born from the ashes of colonialism after World War II looked back on the past era to explain their own histories. In the next meeting, compare your region`s changes with these of the other groups. Pinpoint the similarities and differences
JAPAN



 	Japan was not formally colonized by Western powers, but was a colonizer itself. It has, however, experienced formal semi-colonial situations, and modern Japan was profoundly influenced by Western colonialism in wide-ranging ways. Japan's first encounter with Western colonialism was with Portugal in the mid-sixteenth century. The Portuguese brought Catholicism and the new technology of gun and gunpowder into Japan. The latter changed the way samurai rulers fought wars, and accelerated the process of national unification. In the following era, national rulers came increasingly to regard Catholicism as a serious threat to their authority. The Tokugawa shogunate (1603–1868) eventually banned Christianity nationwide in 1613, and persecuted its followers during the 1620s. This experience contributed to the formation of the sakoku (closed nation) policy (fully implemented in 1641 and ending in 1854). Sakoku was a Tokugawa response to the advance of Western colonialism, although its major objective was to consolidate the new regime. It banned Japanese overseas travel and contact with foreigners, and gave the government a monopoly over foreign trade. The only European power that was allowed to trade with Japan was a new Protestant power, Holland, which was strictly confined to the port of Nagasaki in Kyushu. Yet through the study of Dutch materials, the Japanese were exposed to the latest European knowledge in fields such as medicine, botany, astronomy, and geography.
 	Western colonialism's influence on Japan was profound and wide-ranging, and modern Japan was shaped through a constant negotiation with this influence. This was evident not only in relation to the nation's key infrastructure and institutions, such as the legal system, the constitution, the Diet, the bureaucracy, the educational system, the police, transportation, the army, and the navy. It was also profoundly manifested in countless aspects of everyday life, including literature, arts, religion, architecture, music, food, hairstyle, clothing, customs, and even the standard of beauty. The implications of this were complex. Although the concepts of liberty, human rights, democracy, and socialism were introduced through the literature of Western powers, so too were the concepts of imperialism, Social Darwinism, and German-style statism. For many Japanese, these Western systems, institutions, technologies, ideas, and customs were superior to Japanese ones, whereas others saw them as detrimental to Japan. The division between these two camps was far less clear than is often assumed, and both sides were motivated by their own political agenda. Nevertheless, this binary understanding of the world often influenced the way major issues were framed in modern Japan. During the Pacific War, for example, Japanese 









propaganda painted the Japanese empire as a moral force fighting against the evil empires of the West, and liberating Asia from Western colonialism. 
 	After 1945 the United States emerged as the most dominant foreign power for Japan, and its impact was and still is wide-ranging and profound. The U.S.-led occupation after the Pacific War also marked the first formal foreign rule of the nation. The desire to challenge the legitimacy of this occupation, however, was found only among an extremist minority. Many Japanese embraced U.S.-imposed democratization and demilitarization, and the new constitution of 1946, especially its pacifist clause, came to define the ideals of Japan's postwar democracy. Over time, however, progressives became increasingly concerned about an antidemocratic turn in U.S. policy, resulting from Washington's determination to keep Japan firmly in the anticommunist camp. Even after Japan regained independence in 1952, some continued to decry "U.S. imperialism," particularly in relation to the U.S. military bases spread across Japan and the U.S. occupation of Okinawa (not returned to Japan until 1972). The U.S. ambassador to Japan in the early 1960s, Edwin Reischauer, later called Okinawa "the only 'semi-colonial' territory created in Asia since the war." While American bases at Okinawa paid most dearly for Japanese militarism, experiences at American bases in other Japanese cities have also added a significant layer to the Japanese memory of Western colonialism.
 	From the sixties through the mid-eighties domestic politics were stable; the Liberal Democratic Party maintained a solid majority in the Diet (parliament) and emphasized close relations with the United States. Japan also achieved record economic growth — averaging 10 percent a year until the seventies. Its economy grew from one less productive than Italy to the third largest in the world, behind only the United States and the Soviet Union. Growth was especially strong in heavy industry, such as steel, chemicals and machinery, and in advanced technology. Almost totally dependent on imports for food and energy, Japan began to face increasing protectionism abroad and serious pollution problems at home. Although Japan has brought pollution under control, trade frictions continued. As one of the most advanced post industrial societies in the world, the Japanese people enjoyed prosperity and the benefits of a thriving middle-class society.
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