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Poetry Paper: Eldorado
The poem of Eldorado is written by the famous American poet Edgar Allan Poe. Possibly considered to be one of the best poets in history, Edgar Allan Poe also wrote other famous poems like The Raven or Annabel Lee. Eldorado is a four-stanza long poem that tells the somewhat depressing tale of a knight in search of the legendary city of El Dorado.
Edgar Allan Poe begins his poem with a cheerful town that describes a “gallant knight” who has gone on a wonderful journey to search for the city of El Dorado (Poe, 1848). This was no easy task and over a lengthy period age takes hold of the knight as he grows old with no progress towards finding the city of El Dorado. As he was giving up on his dream of finding the city of El Dorado he runs into a “pilgrim of shadow” (Poe, 1848). Of this man the knight asks where he should go if he is to locate the city t of El Dorado. And so, the pilgrim gives him the directions that he must cross the mountains, traverse a dangerous valley, and ride boldly if he wishes to find Eldorado. It is here that the poem ends, leaving it a question if the knight had ever found the city of El Dorado, or if he had wasted his life to accomplish nothing.
Edgar Allan Poe describes a few different setting locations in his poem of Eldorado. The first is of the beginning of the knight’s journey, which seems to be a happy place. This is because the knight had just begun his journey for a city of wonder, so how could it be anything but good? It does not matter specifically where the knight is, just that wherever he was it could not have been that bad, because the knight seemed to be cheerful. Edgar Allan Poe leaves the setting to be determined by the feelings that the reader is given from his poetry. There would be no need for him to overcrowd the poem of Eldorado with a description of a specific location. Edgar Allan Poe then shifts the setting to a much darker one. This happens with the knights failed journey to find El Dorado. The setting is freely imagined by the reader to be a much darker one as the knight is filled with disappointment. There is no literal description of the new location that the knight is in, but Edgar Allan Poe describes the knights feeling in a way that makes it seem as if he is also in some sort of depressing location. The final setting that might be seen in the poem could be the “Valley of Shadow” (Poe, 1848). Risa R. Simanjuntak and Lia Kristianti Joelianto, described that Edgar Allan Poe implies that the city of El Dorado, or what it was that the knight hoped to find, would be found in the afterlife (Simanjuntak, 2011). 
Edgar Allan Poe shows a few different themes in the poem Eldorado. One of these themes is the idea of perseverance through hardships. The knight of this story spent his entire life searching for El Dorado without fail, he kept looking up until the very end of the poem. Even though he was out of strength and his end was near, the knight still believed that El Dorado was somewhere out there waiting to be found. The knight showed his pure willpower even if he failed in finding the city of El Dorado. Another theme that Edgar Allan Poe uses, is that of death. Towards the end of his journey, the knight faces the obstacle of death. Every step of his way the knight must overcome the ever-looming problem of death. It will eventually put an end to his long search and dream, and death will be what ends up stopping a person’s journey throughout life. The most prevalent theme that can be taken from the poem is the idea of defeat. After reading the poem the knight has just not found what he was looking for. He never accomplished his dream, even with all the time and effort he put In, it just was not possible. Sometimes in life there are losses, and it is just something that people must deal with. It is not possible for everything to eventually succeed, and at some point, there will always be a moment when a person loses.
Edgar Allan Poe most likely wrote this poem of Eldorado with something else other than finding the glorious city filled with riches. It could be referencing a couple of different events that were happening during Edgar Allan Poe’s period in life. In a review by Risa R. Simanjuntak and Lia Kristianti Joelianto, they write that the poem shows “critique to the gold-rush” (Simanjuntak, 2011). During the gold-rush, people were blindly throwing away their lives in hopes to find wealth. People would leave their stable lives. They would leave their family and travel to unknown lands with the thought of gold and untold riches fueling them. This is very similar to the knight who threw away his life in hopes of finding El Dorado. Edgar Allan Poe criticizes these people saying that they are bound to fail and that all their sacrifice will be in vain. Just as the knight in his tale faced defeat, the participants of the gold-ruch would also face disappointment and defeat. The first would be that Edgar Allan Poe was getting older and was nearing the later stages of his life. The poem could have been written as if to say that he never truly achieved what he wanted in life. Even though he wrote so many wonderful poems and other great works, he never achieved his dream. He was nearing his end and had run out of time.
	Eldorado tells an unfortunate and sad story of a man who gave up everything only to be rewarded with nothing. Edgar Allan Poe skillfully writes his poems without a need for excessive description and allows the reader to interoperate his message in their own unique way. A person should not so easily devote their entirety to a single cause. A person should live their lives without wasting it so carelessly and make sure that something worthwhile happens because a person’s time is limited. 
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