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READ THE FOLLOWING EXCERPTS FROM RIZAL’S ANNOTATIONS OF MORGA’S SUCESOS DE LAS ISLAS FILIPINAS. ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS THAT FOLLOW. 
 
EXCERPT 1 
Morga: 
Their regular daily food is rice . . . together with boiled fish of which there is an abundance, and pork or venison, likewise meat of wild buffalo or carabao. 
They prefer meat and fish, saltfish which begin to decompose and smell. 
 
Rizal’s annotation: 
This is another preoccupation of the Spaniards who like any other nation, in the matter of food, loathe that to which they are not accustomed or is unknown to them. The English, for example, is horrified on seeking a Spaniard eating snails; to the Spaniard beefsteak is repugnant and he can’t understand how raw beefsteak can be eaten; the Chinese who eat tahuri and shark cannot stand Roquefort cheese, etc., etc. The fish that Morga mentions does not taste better when it is beginning to rot; all on the contrary; it is bagoong and all those who have eaten it and tasted it know that it is not or ought not to be rotten. 
 
EXCERPT 2 
Morga: 
In the rivers and streams there are very large and small scorpions and a great number of very fierce and cruel crocodiles which frequently get the natives from their bancas on which they ride . . . However much the people may trap, catch and kill them, these reptiles hardly seem to diminish in number. For this reason, the natives build on the boarder of their rivers and streams in their settlements where they bathe, traps and fences with thick enclosures and bars of bamboo and timber within which they do their bathing and washing, secure from  these monsters which they fear and respect to the degree of veneration, as if they were somehow superior to them. 
 
Rizal’s annotation: 
Perhaps for the same reason, other nations have great esteem for the lion and bear, putting them on their shields and giving them honourable epithets. The mysterious life of the crocodile, the enormous size that it sometimes reaches, its fatidical aspect, without counting any more its voraciousness, must have influenced greatly the imagination of the Malayan Filipinos. 
 
 




















QUESTIONS: 
 
1. In Excerpt 1, what impression of the Filipinos do you get from reading Morga’s description of the type of food the natives eat? Which particular phrase gives you this impression? 
 
 	The impression of the Filipino that I got from reading Morga’s description was that Filipinos are just simple and they’re contented on what they had. The type of food that natives eat only proves that Filipinos don’t want any other fancy food because they’re proud of what they have. “They prefer meat and fish, saltfish which begin to decompose and smell.” Is the phrase that gives me this impression. It shows also that Filipino are not that kind of a choosy person that based the food on the appearance but to the taste of it.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What is Rizal’s purpose in writing an annotation about the food preference of the English, Spaniards and Chinese? 
 
Rizal’s purpose in writing an annotation about the food preference of the English, Spaniards and Chinese is to compare and inform the readers why would Morga thought of something like that about the food culture of the Filipinos. Rizal wanted to point out that there are different culture and there are different preference of individuals that’s why we shouldn’t be judging other’s culture but in other way, we should understand and respect it.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. In Excerpt 2, how did Morga portray the Filipinos? 
Morga portray the Filipinos as resourceful individuals. The Filipinos do anything just to survive in their daily life. The Filipinos think that it’s better to put a boarder in the river so that it is safe to take a bath and do the laundry in there and so that the kids can play in the water safely. They did that because they realized that it is not a good way to kill them because even though they do, the number of these creatures won’t diminish. Killing them that might risk their lives also because most of the water creatures are dangerous.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. In Rizal’s subsequent annotation, what does he mean when he says “Perhaps for the same reason, other nations have great esteem for the lion and bear, putting them on their shields and giving them honourable epithets”? 

[bookmark: _Hlk24770358]What Rizal meant on the quote was like on how how the Filipinos respect the power of the crocodiles by building traps and fences on their boarders to protect themselves, other nations do the same with regards to the lion and bear as if these creatures are superior to them so they put them in their shields to resemble and to give respect to the power of these creatures.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. In general, what is Rizal’s motive in writing his annotations of Morga’s work? How does this fit into the aims of other propagandists working for reforms during this time? 

[bookmark: _GoBack] In general, Rizal wanted to make it fair for the Filipinos who are always being belittle by other nations. Rizal wanted to speak up for the individual Filipinos who doesn’t understand what they’re going through. This fit into the aims of other propagandists working for reforms by means of their time studying and implementing the said reforms. Also by means of working and showing that Filipinos can unite and  bond with each other for the sake of their native blood as Filipinos. 
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