San Juan, Christine Danica I.
Acct 2- A
LITERARY ANALYSIS OF THE LAST LEAF
1.       Why was Johnsy counting the falling leaves?
During her stay in the hospital, Johnsy has a view outside from the window of her room where there is an ivy vine with falling leaves .Johnsy counted the leaves falling from the ivy vine in descending order to make note of the days left for her survival as she believed that with the fall of the last leaf, she would die. 
2.      Describe Behrman as a person. How did he save Johnsy’s life?
	Old Behrman is a sixty-year-old frustrated painter who lives on the ground floor of the three-story apartment building where in Sue and Johnsy resides. He dreamed of painting a masterpiece but for forty years, he was called a failure as a painter and the masterpiece has not begun. Not until he saved Johnsy’s life. He painted the last leaf with such passion that it caused him to die due to the pneumonia that is rampant at that time. He achieved making a masterpiece he’s been longing for and it is not the paint of the last leaf itself rather its purpose which is to save a life.
3.     What dramatic acts of kindness were displayed by Sue and Mr. Behrman?
	Sue displayed the kind of friend that is loyal and loving to Johnsy even when she’s facing difficulties. She never gave up hope and was not reluctant to take care of Johnsy. As for Behrman, he didn’t hesitate to help and sacrifice his own life even just for a stranger. He used his artistic gift for the benefit of another person.
4.        How would you regard Sue as a friend?
	Sue is a genuine friend that doesn’t think twice to take the initiative to protect and save her dear friend. Even if she have her own life and priorities to focus on, she is strong enough to handle everything while nursing Johnsy at the same time. She can’t give up on her friend as she knows that she’ll be alone and empty without her friend.
5.     What does the painted leaf symbolize?
	The last leaf is a symbol of despair which Johnsy believed it is a symbol of the end of her life, but somehow, the painted leaf turned into a hope that there’s still a chance to live. Life is like the ivy vine that loses its leaves and withers either to stop from living or can also be a sign for it to start anew and grow more and be stronger. 
6.      Explain this line: Life can be sustained when a desire to live exists in the heart.
	 I believe that life’s existence has its own purpose, maybe not all of us are unable to determine what it is but sometimes, if we think that we haven’t fulfilled that said purpose, our willingness to live is strong enough to run for our life. We also have other things that we can call our own that gives us support and inspiration to live, because we don’t have to be alone at all times.
7.        What does the story teach you about death and illness?
	Indeed, we only have one life to live and the end of it is not a matter of choice. As such, illness can be a reason for our death but the will to live can be more powerful than that. The long process of living is hard and sometimes, there are reasons for us to give everything up. However, there are also a lot of reasons to live. Thou shall not fear death, rather be afraid of not living life to the fullest. 
