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EL PRESIDENTE 
	Written and Directed by Mark Meily

History is important because it allows us to understand our past, which in turn allows us to understand our present. If we want to know how and why our world is the way it is today, we have to look to history for answers. Studying history can provide us with insight into our cultures of origin as well as cultures with which we might be less familiar, thereby increasing cross-cultural awareness and understanding.

	I am not fond of watching films based on history because I find them boring and uninteresting. But this film proved me wrong. The film was purely based on history and was depicted on the perfect scenes, casts, screenplay, cinematography, the setting, language, movements of each character, costumes, and every detail of it can make an audience like me immerse myself on what’s happening on the film. I myself, was surprised that I am actually feeling every scenes and how I am relating issues during those times, on our current day situations.


	“El Presidente tells the story of our country’s very first president General Emilio Aguinaldo, the deliverance of the Philippines from the hands of its colonists as well as the establishment of our first republic.”



The film started with him as a child, unaware of the great life ahead of him, receiving a strange prediction from an elderly fortuneteller. The film follows him through the entirety of his life and showed some significant historical events: from the time he joined the Katipunan, his leadership in Cavite, his conflict with Andres Bonifacio, the struggle for recognition of the country’s sovereignty, the tension with Antonio Luna, his flight from the American invaders, his eventual capture, and his life following the downfall of the Katipunan until He attained his desire of giving freedom for our country. 


The movie also showed the battles of Emilio Aguinaldo to protect his members and his troops in his jurisdiction or on his colony against the Spanish occupation for the freedom of the Philippines.  The preparation of Emilio Aguinaldo and his troop towards sultan, and all the battles and breakthroughs that they’ve undergone. It was also seen on the movie how election for the first president and cabinet of the Philippine Republic was held. Emilio Aguinaldo was elected as the President. It started when the committee of Katipunan decided to have an election of who would be their President and leaders under the cabinet of the President for the first republic of the Philippines. Immediately the committee nominated the following persons, Andres Boniacio, Mariano Trias, and Emilio Aguinaldo which won the position.  The founder of Pamahalaang Himagsikan, Andres Bonifacio who was also known as the SUPREMO of KATIPUNAN became mad after not getting elected on several high positions during the said election. 
After the election Emilio Aguinaldo, He was officially proclaimed as the newly elected and the first President of the Philippine Republic and immediately started his duty giving the first presidential proclamation of requiring everyone to join the battle on the Tirad Pass. On the other hand, Andres Bonifacio became bitter against Emilio Aguinaldo and he decided to destroy Aguinaldo's leadership and betrayed him, trying to create their own association that will be against Aguinaldo. Sending false information and malicious intent against the newly founded Government in which he is a part of. After the juris proved that Bonifacio brothers are found guilty, Emilio Aguinaldo sentence them into their own death.
A new hope entered into Aguinaldo after the Americans have offered them help to get away from the Spaniards in exchange of helping these white men to win Cuba back over the Spaniards. But then, the Americans tricked Aguinaldo that they will help the Philippines to get their freedom against Spanish colony, but instead the Americans used Emilio Aguinaldo name for their own agenda of actually colonizing our country, but still Aguinaldo did his best to fight and get our freedom.
During the American colonization, there became peace in the Philippines yet they still didn’t had freedom which was another problem on Aguinaldo’s part but he never gave up until he attain our country’s freedom from any colonial management or treaty. Although a lot of trials and circumstances that our heroes have encountered, bloods that have shred, tears have fallen, and lives that has gone for the sake of our country’s freedom, everything became worth it in the end. 
	In my personal view, this film is somehow biased because it was only based on what Emilio Aguinaldo has written on his book. On the other hand, the film really emerged me from what has happened in our history. It opened my mind on some other possibilities and new perspective on how our country’s independence was attained. Through this film, I was able to appreciate our heroes more and my nationality and pride as a Filipino shined within me. Overall, the film was very unique and interesting. It is a must watch film specially for the Filipino youths who will be the future of our country. 
	Without these extremities that occurred in our history, we will not have what we’re experiencing right now. Our independence is indeed a blessing and a privilege for every Filipino who lived from different generations. May we use all these inspiring stories and events of the past in the future generations for us to always be reminded to love and be of service to our country.
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We cannot free ourselves unless we
move forward united in a single
desire.

— Endlioflguinalds —
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